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Bluegrass Workshop
La Roche-sur-Foron, France

near Geneva

29, 30, 31 July 2008

Between the Rendez-Vous of Craponne 

The European Bluegrass Festival at La Roche sur Foron

Start improvising and enjoying jam sessions

Full board and accommodation available on site
(Workshop takes place in a school)

www.france-bluegrass.org

&



Founding Principles of the Workshop

The jam session, a sort of improvised musical group and speciÞc to Bluegrass, Blues and 

Jazz, has become a specialist discipline in its own right.

To help you start to enjoy such privileged moments, RochÕŽvŽnements and FBMA are 

hosting a musical workshop for the traditional acoustic instruments used in Bluegrass.

Participants will learn some of the key pricniples to help them play in sessions and to get 

the most out of their instruments so they can have fun in any situation.

The workshop is based on:

An original teaching concept : "Help me Þnd out what I need to know".

A proven method:  mixing small workshops, individual learning and practice 

time, playing in groups

A speciÞc mindset  developed over years of experience: why make things 

complicated when they can be easy and fun

A certain talent to make good music and a desire to share it ...

The instrumental and vocal workshops (beginners and intermediates) will take place on 

Tuesday and Wednesday morning.

Specialist workshops (constructing chords, working with chord sequences, advanced 

jamming techniques) and group improvisation sessions will be held in the afternoons.

The third day will be organised together with the instructors and participants based on 

demand (continue instrument or specialist workshops and/or prepare open stage 

concert)

Instruments taught : guitar, banjo, Þddle, mandolin, dobro, bass, singing

Styles taught : Traditional Bluegrass, Newgrass, Swing, ...

Option to play in concert with instructors and other 

participants at the end of the workshop!
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The Instructors

The French Jam musicians are famous across Europe and even in parts of the USA because of their 
capacity to play non-stop, adapting to any musician in all styles around the Bluegrass framework.  This 
ability has been developed over years of regular meetings (Paris Jam sessions, 10 years of Winter and 
Spring Bluegrass meets, 15 years at La Grange Rouge, 20 years of Craponne and, for the last two 
years, La Roche sur Foron).

They have offered to share their knowledge and their know-how with anyone who wants to take 
advantage of their availability during the week that separates the festivals of Craponne and La Roche.

They will be ably supported by the US band 3 Fox Drive and by Czech band Kralik & his Rowdy 
Rascals, winners of the band contest in 2007 - both bands are playing Craponne and La Roche.

2 instructors per instrument for the morning workshops (bluegrass). Participants will be 
divided into two groups based on playing ability (beginner and intermediate)

Banjo: Pierre-Yves Lechat, Claude Rossat

Mandolin: Christophe Constantin, Jean-Pierre Woos

Guitar: Jiri Bok, Dorian Ricaud

Fiddle: Raphael Maillet, Jiri Kralik

Dobro: Pierre Bastide

Bass: Karel Waska

3 Fox Drive (US guest band) will lead the singing workshop on Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.

Specialist workshops and advanced improvisation techniques:

Chord shapes and sequences: Philippe Chapuis

Mandolin: Jean-Pierre Woos

Guitar: Patrick Peillon

Banjo: Gilles RŽzard

Fiddle: Jiri Kralik

Bass: Karel Waska

Bluegrass Workshop, La Roche sur Foron, 29, 30, 31 July 2008



Levels and Objectives

The morning workshops, ÒTraditional BluegrassÓ, are open to beginners and intermediate 
players. Beginners must, however, have some basic understanding of their instruments: simple 
chords and some tunes and songs from the bluegrass repertoire.

Participants will be split into two groups per instrument on the Þrst morning: beginners and 
intermediate.

If you already play another instrument to a good level and wish to learn a new instrument in the 
Bluegrass style, you may also join the workshop.

The objective is to give you a solid foundation (left and right hands) to enable you to play with 
other musicians, and for you to get the most from your ability and know-how so you start to 
develop your own musical identity.

The classes will focus on:

Harmony and rhythm: chords, strumming, cycles, keys

Melody and rhythm: timing, tempo, pick use 

Objectives for advanced workshops are explained on the next page.

NB: Instruments will not be provided
Participants should bring their own instrument

Price

The three days of the workshop: 90 euros

Accommodation in the boarding section of the school (3 to 5 to a room)
Full board (Monday evening to Thursday after lunch): 60 euros
3 midday meals only: 20 euros (mardi, mercredi, jeudi)
3 evening meals only: 20 euros (lundi, mardi, mercredi)
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Advanced Workshops

On top of the hours spent working and researching, our instructors like to spend time sharing their 

ideas, their theories and their models with each other. This is where the idea for this workshop came 

from: let’s share the fruits of this work with other musicians and so increase the number of participants 

in the jams.

If these workshops had existed when they started, they could have saved themselves a few years!

Chords and sequences 

Philippe Chapuis
Understand what you are doing, without having to follow the chords on paper, in order to play 
along to a song. This workshop is for musicians with a good knowledge of the main chords 
(major and minor) who want to contribute in a useful  manner when playing with others.

It is NOT an instrumental technique workshop. It is a workshop on applied theory .

There are two parts:
Part One ÒChordsÓ 3h: Construct some of the more complex chords (mandolin, guitar, banjo) 
found in song tabs.
Part Two ÒSequencesÓ 3h:  Play along to songs and provide harmonic enhancement (bass, 
mandolin, guitar, banjo).

From Bluegrass to Newgrass and Swing
Jean-Pierre Woos (mandolin), Patrick Peillon (guitar), George Kralik (Þddle), Gilles 
RŽzard (banjo)
These workshops are for musicians with a good technical ability and knowledge of their 
instrument in another style (classic, folk, bluegrass), and who want to start using more complex 
harmonies (jazz) and build a more personal musical style.
The workshop will cover: basic principles of harmony, the main chord families and their 
ÒjazziÞcationÓ, analysis of a chord sequence and the role of the chord in the sequence, arpeggios 
and harmonic cycles, chord substitutions, the principles of melodic improvisation, theory and 
practice of improvising on any chord sequence.

NB: Each instructor will teach using his or her own methods and pedagogy. For more 
detailed information on each workshop, you can download the specific document from 

www.france-bluegrass.org or write to chowardwilliams@wanadoo.fr
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Registration

Tuesday 29 Wednesday 30 Thrusday 31

09h00 - 12h30

14h00 - 17h30

Evening

Instrument workshops / singingInstrument workshops / singingTo be deÞned with 
participants and 
instructors

Instruments continued 
Specialist workshops

Instruments continued 
Specialist workshops

Jamming on site Fringe Festival in bars of La 
Roche

Concert St Pierre en 
Faucigny

Name

Address

Email

Tel

I would like to sign for the workshops (tick correct box)

Tues & Wed 
morning

Instrument Level

Gtr, Mdln, Bnj, Fdl, Bs, Dbro, Sing beginner / intermediate (instruments)

Tues & Wed 
afternoon

Continue from morn Instrument (not singing)

Swing workshop Instrument

Chords & sequences all instruments

Thursday’s programme will be defined on Wednesday evening

Food and accommodation

I require full board (60!)

I only require the midday meal (20!)

I require midday and evening meals (40!)

Payment

Cost of Workshop (Þxed rate 90 !)

Total owed (check to RochÕŽvŽnements)

Please make check out to Roch’événement and return to:
Christopher Howard-Williams, 145 rue de la Croix, F-74800 La Roche sur Foron

Further Information
Christopher Howard-Williams

+33 450 034 204 / chowardwilliams@wanadoo.fr
or

www.france-bluegrass.org
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